
Boolean Logic and Logic Gates

Boolean logic is an important concept in computing and digital electronics. It is 
based on the work of mathematician George Boole. Boolean logic uses only 
two values:

1 = True (ON)
0 = False (OFF)

Computers use these two values to make decisions and perform calculations. 
In digital circuits, Boolean logic is implemented using logic gates. Logic gates 
are electronic components that process one or more inputs and produce an 
output.

The most basic logic gates are AND, OR, and NOT. These gates are used in 
many computing systems such as processors, memory devices, and control 
circuits.

AND Gate

An AND gate produces an output of 1 (true) only when both inputs are 1. If 
one or both inputs are 0, the output will be 0.

This means that both conditions must be true for the output to be true.

Example

If a computer program checks two conditions:

 The user entered the correct password

 The user has permission to access the system

Both conditions must be true for access to be granted.

AND Gate Truth Table

Input 
A

Input 
B

Outpu
t

0 0 0

0 1 0

1 0 0



Input 
A

Input 
B

Outpu
t

1 1 1

This table shows that the output becomes 1 only when both inputs are 1.

OR Gate

An OR gate produces an output of 1 when at least one input is 1.

This means the output will be true if either condition is true or both are 
true.

Example

A computer system might allow access if:

 The user enters the password correctly
OR

 The user scans a fingerprint.

If either condition is true, the system allows access.

OR Gate Truth Table

Input 
A

Input 
B

Outpu
t

0 0 0

0 1 1

1 0 1

1 1 1

This table shows that the output is 1 if at least one input is 1.

NOT Gate



A NOT gate is different from AND and OR gates because it only has one input.

The NOT gate reverses the input value.

If the input is 1, the output becomes 0.
If the input is 0, the output becomes 1.

This operation is also called inversion.

NOT Gate Truth Table

Inpu
t

Outpu
t

0 1

1 0

This means the NOT gate always produces the opposite value of the input.

Real-World Computing Examples

Boolean logic and logic gates are used in many real-world computing systems.

1. Computer Processors

The CPU (Central Processing Unit) uses millions of logic gates to perform 
calculations and process instructions. These gates allow the computer to 
perform logical decisions during program execution.

2. Login Systems

Login systems use Boolean logic to check multiple conditions.

Example:

Access granted if:

Password is correct AND username exists.

This means both conditions must be true.



3. Security Systems

Security systems use logic gates to detect conditions.

Example:

An alarm may activate if:

Door sensor = open OR window sensor = open.

This means the alarm activates if any sensor detects a problem.

4. Traffic Light Systems

Traffic lights use logic gates to control signals.

Example:

Green light may activate only when:

Timer finished AND pedestrian button not pressed.

5. Smart Home Devices

Smart home systems also use Boolean logic.

Example:

Lights turn on when:

Motion detected AND it is dark.

Conclusion

Boolean logic is a fundamental concept in computing. It allows computers to 
make decisions using simple true or false values. Logic gates such as AND, OR, 
and NOT are used to perform logical operations inside digital circuits.

These gates are essential for modern computing systems, including processors, 
security systems, and automated technologies. Understanding Boolean logic 



helps students learn how computers process information and control different 
operations.

Logic gate diagram
Logic Gate Diagrams

1. AND Gate Diagram

The AND gate gives an output of 1 only when both inputs are 1.

Input A ----\
             )---- Output (A AND B)
Input B ----/
           AND

Example

If
A = 1 and B = 1  Output = 1→

If
A = 1 and B = 0  Output = 0→

AND Gate Truth Table

A B
Outpu
t

0 0 0

0 1 0

1 0 0

1 1 1

2. OR Gate Diagram

The OR gate gives an output of 1 when at least one input is 1.



Input A ----\
             )---- Output (A OR B)
Input B ----/
            OR

Example

If
A = 1 and B = 0  Output = 1→

If
A = 0 and B = 1  Output = 1→

If
A = 0 and B = 0  Output = 0→

OR Gate Truth Table

A B
Outpu
t

0 0 0

0 1 1

1 0 1

1 1 1

3. NOT Gate Diagram

The NOT gate only has one input.
It reverses the value.

Input ----|>o---- Output
           NOT

Example

If input = 1  output = 0→

If input = 0  output = 1→



NOT Gate Truth Table

Inpu
t

Outpu
t

0 1

1 0

Example of Logic Gates in Real Life

Security Door System

A security door might open only when:

Password correct AND ID card scanned

Password ----\
              AND ---- Door Opens
ID Card  ----/

This means both conditions must be true.

Smart Light System

Lights turn on if:

Motion detected OR switch pressed

Motion Sensor ----\
                   OR ---- Light ON
Light Switch  ----/

Only one condition needs to be true.

• NAND gate

• NOR gate



• XOR gate

• XNOR gate
Additional Logic Gates

1. NAND Gate (NOT + AND)

A NAND gate is the opposite of an AND gate. It first performs the AND 
operation and then reverses the result using NOT.

This means the output will be 0 only when both inputs are 1. In all other 
cases, the output will be 1.

NAND Gate Diagram

Input A ----\
             )----o---- Output
Input B ----/
           NAND

(The small circle shows the NOT operation, which reverses the result.)

NAND Gate Truth Table

A B
Outpu
t

0 0 1

0 1 1

1 0 1

1 1 0

Example in Computing

NAND gates are very important in computer hardware. Many processors 
and memory systems are built mainly using NAND gates because they are 
simple and efficient.



2. NOR Gate (NOT + OR)

A NOR gate is the opposite of an OR gate. It performs the OR operation 
and then reverses the output.

The output will be 1 only when both inputs are 0.

NOR Gate Diagram

Input A ----\
             )----o---- Output
Input B ----/
            NOR

NOR Gate Truth Table

A B
Outpu
t

0 0 1

0 1 0

1 0 0

1 1 0

Example in Real Systems

NOR gates can be used in alarm systems. The alarm may stay off only if no 
sensors detect a problem.

If any sensor sends a signal, the system reacts.

3. XOR Gate (Exclusive OR)

An XOR gate gives an output of 1 only when the inputs are different.



If both inputs are the same (both 0 or both 1), the output is 0.

XOR Gate Diagram

Input A ----\
             ))---- Output
Input B ----/
            XOR

(The double curved line shows it is an XOR gate.)

XOR Gate Truth Table

A B
Outpu
t

0 0 0

0 1 1

1 0 1

1 1 0

Example in Computing

XOR gates are used in error detection systems and encryption algorithms. 
They are also used in computer processors to compare data values.

4. XNOR Gate (Exclusive NOR)

An XNOR gate is the opposite of an XOR gate.

It produces an output of 1 when both inputs are the same.

If the inputs are different, the output will be 0.

XNOR Gate Diagram



Input A ----\
             ))----o---- Output
Input B ----/
            XNOR

XNOR Gate Truth Table

A B
Outpu
t

0 0 1

0 1 0

1 0 0

1 1 1

Example in Real Systems

XNOR gates are often used in digital comparison circuits. For example, 
they can check if two binary numbers are the same.

Summary of Logic Gates

Gate Main Idea

AND
Output is 1 only if both inputs 
are 1

OR
Output is 1 if at least one input is 
1

NOT Reverses the input

NAN
D

Opposite of AND

NOR Opposite of OR

XOR Output is 1 when inputs are 



Gate Main Idea

different

XNO
R

Output is 1 when inputs are the 
same

Boolean Algebra and Logic Circuits

Key Types of Logic Gates

  AND: Outputs 1 only if all inputs are 1.

 OR  : Outputs 1 if at least one input is 1.

 NOT   (Inverter): Reverses the input (1 becomes 0, 0 becomes 1).

 NAND  : AND followed by NOT. Outputs 0 only if all inputs are 1.

 NOR  : OR followed by NOT. Outputs 1 only if all inputs are 0.

 XOR   (Exclusive OR): Outputs 1 if inputs are different.

 XNOR   (Exclusive NOR): Outputs 1 if inputs are the same

 Universal Gates: NAND and NOR are called "universal gates" 
because any other logic gate can be built using only combinations of 
these two types.

 Truth Tables: A standard way to represent a gate's logic by listing 
every possible input combination and its resulting output.

 Physical Hardware: In modern electronics, these gates are typically 
made of transistors (specifically MOSFETs) etched onto silicon. 
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